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CMS Releases Proposed Changes 
To Insurance Exchange Risk Adjustment
On March 24, CMS released a paper outlining 
the future direction of the insurance exchange 
risk adjustment model. CMS is considering 
modifying the current distributed data 
collection approach so that relevant 
enrollee-level EDGE data from individual and 
small group enrollees can be incorporated into 
recalibration; recalibrated data may also 
account for socioeconomic status in the
 future. CMS noted that, of the 468 issuers in 
the risk adjustment eligible individual market, 
200 issuers (43 percent) owed charges based 
on the 2014 benefit year, while 268 issuers (57 
percent) received payments. CMS held a 
meeting March 31 to collect stakeholder 
comments; CMS reiterated that the model is 
generally working as intended and that it will 
continue with a concurrent model.

California Insurance Commissioner 
Considering Anthem-Cigna Merger
On March 29, California Insurance 
Commissioner Dave Jones issued a statement 
following a public hearing on the proposed 
Anthem-Cigna merger. He noted that he will 
review stakeholder comments and release a 
recommendation in the coming weeks.

BCBSA Releases Study Of Insurance 
Exchange Enrollees
On March 30, the Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Association (BCBSA) released a comprehensive, 
in-depth study of actual medical claims among 
those enrolled in individual coverage before and 
after the ACA took effect. The study found that 
members who newly enrolled in BCBS 
individual health plans in 2014 and 2015 have 
higher rates of certain diseases than 
individuals who had BCBS individual coverage 
prior to the ACA. New enrollees also used more 
medical services across all sites of care—
including inpatient admissions, outpatient visits, 
medical professional services, prescriptions 
filled and emergency room visits.

Gallup And Healthways Release Uninsured 
Rate Survey
On April 7, Gallup and Healthways released its 
annual survey of the uninsured rate. In the first 
quarter of 2016, the uninsured rate among all US 
adults was 11 percent, which is lower than 11.9 
percent in the fourth quarter of 2015. This marks 
a record low since Gallup and Healthways began 
tracking the uninsured rate in 2008.
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Unitedhealth Group Leaving Georgia And 
Arkansas Insurance Exchanges
On April 8, it was reported that UnitedHealth 
Group will not offer insurance exchange 
coverage in Georgia and Arkansas next year.

CMS Releases Final 2017 Ma Rate Notice
On April 4, CMS released the final notice of MA 
2017 rates. CMS is implementing the CMS-HCC 
model accounting for full and partial dual 
eligibles. The expected average change in 
revenue from the prior year is 0.95 percent, 
which is less than the 1.35 percent in the 
Advance Notice.more
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